146      THE THEOKY OP EVOLUTION.

diverge, as they often do, there is no standard left
for determining their competing claims,
(a) altruistic It will not do to divide all men, as Mr Stephen
seems to do,1 into two classes, typified by the
reasonable and therefore sympathetic man who
has struck a bargain with society to take " common
stock of pains and pleasures," and the systematic-
ally selfish man who " must be an idiot." For most
men belong to neither of those two classes: their
bargain with society has not been fully completed,
and can be withdrawn from temporarily when
circumstances make withdrawal convenient, though
this process cannot be carried on indefinitely with-
out greatly weakening the sympathetic feelings.
The majority of men are neither entirely sympa-
thetic nor yet "systematically selfish": they are
unsystematically sympathetic and unsystematically
selfish. Such men have the sensibilities that give
"leverage" to the moralist.2 But it is futile to
tell them to be more sympathetic, or entirely sym-
pathetic. For sympathetic feelings dannot be pro-
duced at will: they can only come with that slow
modification of the character brought about by
conduct. Shall we then say that a man should
in all cases of conduct prefer the pleasure of the
whole or of others to his own pleasure ? If a man
were to do so, then perhaps, by consistent self-
abnegation, altruism might become pleasant, and

1 Science of Ethics, p. 263.                     2 Cf. Ibid., p. 442.